
 

 

We can all make a difference, 
one contribution at a time. 
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We’ve Moved!  

 

New Physical Location: 

First Floor St. Joseph Health Center 

21 Wolsley Street Kenora ON 
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LWDH Foundation Board Chair Report 
  

  

 

Once again this year it is my pleasure to report on behalf of the 

Hospital Foundation Board of Directors and staff that we have had 

another very successful year.  Thanks to the overwhelming 

generosity of our communities, the Foundation was able to transfer 

$1,360,000 to the Lake of the Woods Hospital this fiscal year!  
 

Though it may seem like so long ago now, the foundation got off to 

an incredible start in 2019, hosting our annual 3on 3 Hockey for 

health in April raising over $58,000 followed by the volunteer driven 

2
nd

 Annual Father Daughter ball, held at the Clarion Lakeside Inn 

raising $14,650. For 10 years MNP sponsored an amazing golf 

tournament in support of the hospital raising over $500,000 from 

2008-2018 for which the foundation and the hospital will always be 

grateful. In 2019 The Dingwall Group came forward with a brand new 

concept… for the Par 3 Charity Challenge, selling out in a matter of 

weeks and raised $108,000. As the summer came to a close, our friends on the lake held their 

Annual Lifesavers Dinner and Auction, last year co-chaired by Lisa Patterson and Dominque Kyle, 

who with the help of our cherished summer residents, mixed with some of our valuable locals 

raised $344,000! A new record for this event! As summer faded into fall the Tree of Life once 

again came to life in our community, followed shortly after that and with luck was still able to 

take place before the pandemic hit, 89.5 the Lake’s Curling for a Cause.  These are just some of 

the amazing events and donations the hospital benefited from last year, and  we want to say 

thank you to each and everyone of you who sponsored, participated, or donated in support of 

these events.  Every donation matters. 
 

Without your support the hospital foundation could not have purchased over $1.36 million of 

equipment last year. While this is great news and reason for celebration, I would be remiss if I 

didn’t mention the Global Pandemic which your Foundation began to feel the effects of in 

March, and will continue to feel the effects of for some time to come. While this report will only 

reflect a minor impact to the hospital, the next 12 months will be an extremely challenging one.  

Not only will our front line staff and administration, who work tirelessly day in and day out be 

impacted, our fund raising will also be impacted.  In order to keep us all safe LWDHF was forced 

to postpone several major events due to the social distancing restrictions imposed on our 

community by both the provincial and federal governments. So as you move forward through 

the next 12 months I ask that you look for some of the new socially distanced fundraising events 

and consider supporting your hospital in new and creative ways ! 
  

Yours truly,  

 

 

Anthony Sharp 
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Who is LWDHF? 
 

The Lake of the Woods District Hospital Foundation (LWDHF) was established in 1992 

and continues to be the lifeline between your community and your hospital.  LWDHF 

is governed by an eleven member board, has three employees and benefits from over 

2000 volunteer hours per year. Within the board are Finance, Publicity, Governance 

and Executive committees who meet monthly in addition to our monthly board 

meeting.  We are dedicated to raising funds for the purchase of medical equipment 

and capital infrastructure.   
 

Since our inception, we have transferred over $21.4 million to Lake of the Woods 

District Hospital (LWDH) which was constructed in 1929 and has had many additions 

over the years.   Your hospital currently houses a staff of over 515 in addition to the 

services of 32 doctors and 18 specialists.  LWDH serves a catchment population of 

25,000 for primary care and 90,000 for secondary specialist care.  In the summer 

months, these numbers increase to over 70,000 and 150,000 respectfully. 
 

The Ontario Ministry of Health and Long Term Care provide on average, 80% of our 

hospital’s operating costs.  This limited funding for healthcare increases the financial 

pressure for our hospital in addition to the fact that none of this funding covers 

capital expenses.  There isn’t a matching funds program through the Ministry for 

capital equipment which leaves LWDHF to raise the funds dollar for dollar.  The funds 

raised by LWDHF allow your hospital to maintain the high level of quality healthcare 

that their patients expect, appreciate and deserve.  With medical technology 

continually advancing and the daily workings of our hospital creating a need to 

constantly maintain and improve its interior, our cause is ongoing and endless.  

Without supporters from the community and beyond, the capital needs of your 

hospital would be unattainable.  By working with your community and your hospital, 

we can continue to move forward together and ensure that quality healthcare remains 

available for your family, your friends, for your community.   
 

The support LWDHF receives from our community is remarkable.  Our community has 

embraced us as a partner in working towards providing the best possible healthcare 

available.  You have adopted your hospital as a cause close to your heart which 

together we continue to nurture and support year after year.  
 

Thank you for helping your hospital help you.  
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A Donor Bill of Rights 
 

Philanthropy is based on voluntary action for the common good. It is a tradition 

of giving and sharing that is primary to the quality of life. To assure that 

philanthropy merits the respect and trust of the general public, and that donors 

and prospective donors can have full confidence in the not-for-profit 

organizations and causes they are asked to support, we declare that all donors 

have these rights: 

 

1. To be informed of the organization’s mission, of the way the organization 

intends to use donated resources, and of its capacity to use donations 

effectively for their intended purposes.  

2. To be informed of the identity of those serving on the organization’s 

governing board, and to expect the board to exercise prudent judgment 

in its stewardship responsibilities. 

3. To have access to the organization’s most recent financial statements. 

4. To be assured their gifts will be used for the purposes for which they were 

given. 

5. To receive appropriate acknowledgment and recognition. 

6. To be assured that information about their donations is handled with 

respect and with confidentiality to the extent provided by law.  

7. To expect that all relationships with individuals representing organizations 

of interest to the donor will be professional in nature.  

8. To be informed whether those seeking donations are volunteers, 

employees of the organization or hired solicitors.  

9. To have the opportunity for their names to be deleted from mailing lists 

that an organization may intend to share. 

10. To feel free to ask questions when making a donation and to receive 

prompt, truthful and forthright answers.  
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Donor Categories 

 
Lake of the Woods District Hospital Foundation takes pride in acknowledging 

their donors using our website, our Facebook fan page and listing contributors 

on our donor board found in LWDH’s main lobby. 

Our Donor Recognition Board celebrates individuals and organizations 

according to their level of support. The Donor Recognition Board also celebrates 

any tributes that are established with our charity. 

The board is prominently located along the main hallway from the ER Entrance. 

All donations and tributes are noted on a cumulative basis, since the 

Foundation’s inception in 1992. It is updated annually. 

 

Lake of the Woods District Hospital Foundation Donor Categories 

 Friend    $ 1,000  to  $ 1,999 

 Supporter   $ 2,000   to $ 4,999 

 Associate   $ 5,000  to $ 9,999 

 Sponsor   $ 10,000   to $ 24,999 

 Benefactor   $ 25,000   to $ 99,999 

 Founder   $ 100,000   to $ 249,000 

 Silver Founder  $ 250,000   to $ 499,999 

 Gold Founder  $ 500,000  to $ 999,999 

 Visionary   $ 1,000,000 plus 
 

Alternatively, if you wish your 

donation to remain anonymous, we 

will ensure that your contribution is 

kept private. 

 

When significant donations are made 

to the Hospital Foundation, special 

arrangements can be made for 

additional public recognition. We 

would be pleased to discuss with you 

the many ways in which we can 

suitably thank you for your 

generosity. 
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LWDHF Board of Directors and Staff 2019-2020 

GEORGE ANTHONY SHARP 

CHAIR, MEMBER SINCE 11/15 

BASE MANAGER, ORNGE 

JACKIE HAILSTONE 

SECRETARY/TREASURER 

MEMBER SINCE 11/16 

BRANCH MANAGER, CIBC 

HOLLY ANN FRIESEN 

VICE-CHAIR, MEMBER FROM 12/15 TO 6/20 

OWNER/ARTIST, HAF ART STUDIO 

KIM MEJIA 

EXECUTIVE MEMBER 

MEMBER SINCE 02/17 

PARTNER, HSL 
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BROCK CHISHOLM 

DIRECTOR SINCE 01/15 

MANAGER, REHABILITATION LWDH 

MARC BISSONNETTE 

DIRECTOR SINCE 08/14 

OWNER, BELLS SEPTIC 

BARRY MARMUS 

DIRECTOR SINCE 6/18 

COMMERCIAL BRANCH MGR 

THE STANDARD INSURANCE 

LACI DINGWALL 

DIRECTOR SINCE 6/18 

PR MANAGER 

THE DINGWALL GROUP 
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KAYLA BORUP 

DIRECTOR FROM 06/18 TO 5/20 

COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER 

COPPERFIN CREDIT UNION 

DOMINIQUE KYLE 

DIRECTOR FROM 01/15 TO 9/19 

CO-CHAIR 

LIFESAVERS DINNER & AUCTION 

MELANIE BUFFETT 

DIRECTOR SINCE 11/19 

HR MANAGER 

WEYERHAEUSER KENORA 
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We have had to say good-bye to a few great 

members and a long time staffer.   

To Lindsay, our Operations Assistant over the last 

5 years, thank you for being the left and right 

arm to Andi and myself.  Your organization kept 

our busy event seasons in check! Thank you! We 

wish you the best of luck in your new career.  

To Holly (pg 14), Kayla and Dominque (pg 16) 

thank you for volunteering your time to ensure 

that quality healthcare is available in our 

community.   Your contribution around the table 

and at our events was greatly appreciated and 

you will all be missed dearly.   
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